MINNITT showed a Shipway apparatus, and a motor pump with sucker for extraction of blood from the pharynx in cleft palate operations. He pointed out that the success of the ancesthetic given for these cases depended upon the position of the catheter carrying the warm ether vapour, in relation to the sucker, and also upon the heat of the water in the thermos flask of the Shipway apparatus.
Dr. R. J. MINNITT showed a Shipway apparatus, and a motor pump with sucker for extraction of blood from the pharynx in cleft palate operations. He pointed out that the success of the ancesthetic given for these cases depended upon the position of the catheter carrying the warm ether vapour, in relation to the sucker, and also upon the heat of the water in the thermos flask of the Shipway apparatus. IT is largely with the question of causation of asthma that Dr. Adams and myself will deal this afternoon, and especially with those causes related to metabolism and to local lesions.
Asthma is one of the manifestations of the exudative diathesis. (Those commonly accepted are urticaria, eczema, hay-fever, angio-neurotic cedema and asthma.) I hold, however, that we must consider the possibility of including troubles like cyclical vomiting, bilious attacks and certain nervous signs and gouty symptoms.
Cautses.-If we examine the causes of asthma we find that they can be arranged as follows:- The action of pollens and other external irritants opens up a wide field for discussion but we can hardly enter into it this evening.
Inheritance.-The majority of cases of asthma are in individuals of the exudative diathesis. Illustrative family histories can readily be found.
It is my personal opinion as a result of clinical observations that there is often a gouty family history in such cases. I have therefore made out a fresh list with manifestations of the exudative state, adding in brackets those which I think should be included. r (1) ( 
